Studies with anthracyclines in pediatric acute nonlymphocytic leukemia.
The anthracyclines, daunomycin and Adriamycin, have become two of the most important chemotherapeutic agents in the treatment of pediatric acute nonlymphocytic leukemia. Data are presented on 306 children treated after initial diagnosis with an anthracycline or one of the chemotherapeutic agents. The remission rate was 65%. When not used during maintenance therapy, the anthracyclines have been shown to be effective in inducing a second remission even though the drug was used during initial therapy. An ongoing randomized study utilizing Adriamycin in induction of remission and during maintenance therapy is also discussed.